REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR CATHOLIC WEDDINGS 


Please note, if you are from outside the Diocese of Reno, the parish you attend or where you live will help you with all the paperwork.



A couple seeking to get married at St. Francis of Assisi, will have to follow the requirements of the Diocese of Reno.  The wedding process must be started no later than six months before the wedding, if there are no previous marriages that need to be annulled. 
If you are a registered parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi, preparation will be completed by Fr. Jorge.   
Here are the steps or requirements that you need to follow and that are acceptable in the Diocese of Reno. 
1. A Baptismal certificate issued within SIX MONTHS of the date of the wedding is required for each of the two parties.  If one of the parties is not baptized, then a dispensation from ‘DISPARITY OF CULT’ is needed.

2. A Baptismal certificate older than six months should be returned to the Parish of Baptism for an endorsement.  A recently issued Baptismal certificate or one that has been recently endorsed is proof of ‘freedom to marry’ in the Catholic Church.

3. Pre-nuptial enquiry forms are to be filled out by the proper Pastor of either the bride or the groom.  The priest or marriage preparation team will help the couple with this documentation. 

4. Any necessary dispensations such as Disparity of Cult, Lack of Form or Annulment are to be granted by the Ordinary of the Place, where the two parties to the marriage usually reside, no wedding date can be given if any of the two must go through an annulment process. 

5. A written statement from the priest preparing the couple for marriage is to be submitted, to the effect that both have received “instructions” on the nature, the duties and the obligations of marriage, e.g., the Engaged Encounter, SYMBIS, Focus. 

6. LITTERAE TESTIMONIALES of the Ordinary of the place where the couple reside is necessary.  By this official document, the bishop in question certifies that he is satisfied that the proper procedure has been followed according to the Church Law and that he has no objection to the marriage taking place outside his jurisdiction. 

7. All these documents are then to be forwarded at least two months prior to the date of the wedding to the Bishop of Reno or the Judicial Vicar for his “NIHIL OBSTAT”.   Having seen all the marriage documents pertinent to the marriage and being satisfied that everything is in order, the Bishop of Reno gives his written permission for the wedding to take place within his Diocese. 

8. The wedding for which permission is given MUST, in normal circumstances, to preserve the FORM of the marriage, be celebrated before a priest or a deacon and TWO witnesses and in a Catholic Church that is registered for marriages.  Because the place of the wedding is a Church, we insist on proper respect and decorum.  The couples should be warned about extravagance of dress for the wedding; lavish decorations should be discouraged, and photo-cameras and video cameras should be restricted in order not to take away from the religious atmosphere of the ceremony. 

9. The civil requirements for marriage according to the law of the land must be observed (Those couples who do not meet the legal requirements regarding residency, must themselves arrange to procure a Marriage License from the appropriate government office). They can procure it in: 
           Incline Village 
General Improvements District
893 Southwood Blvd
Incline Village, NV 89451
Hours: 8am-5pm (closed all holidays)
For appointments: (775) 832-1100
Reno Office
1001 E. 9th St, Building A
Reno, NV 89512
Hours: 8am-Midnight 365 days a year (Including holidays)
For appointments: (775) 748-7287






 
10.   All documents must be sent to the Diocese of Reno at least two months before the wedding date.
Diocese of Reno Tribunal Office
Piedad Gonzalez, Office Manager
290 S. Arlington Ave
Reno, NV 89501










